CLASSIFICATION OFFICE DECISION 


Title of publication: 

Zombies: A Living History 

Other known title(s): 

History Channel Special Presentation: Zombies A Living History 

OFLC ref: 

1800074.000 

Medium: 

DVD 

Director: 

David Nicholson 

Producer: 

Not stated 

Country of origin: 

United States 

Language: 

English 

Applicant: 

Palmerston North Girls High School 

Classification: 

Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to 
persons who have attained the age of 16 years. 

Excisions: 

No excisions recommended 

Descriptive note: 

Violence, horror and content that may disturb. 

Display conditions: 

None 

Date of entry in Register: 

11 April 2018 

Date of direction to issue 
a label: 

11 April 2018 

Date of notice of decision: 

11 April 2018 



Components 

Running time 

Feature (s): 

Zombies: A Living History 

87:01 

Total running time: 


87:01 


Summary of reasons for decision: 

The documentary is a sensationalistic attempt to convince the viewer that a zombie outbreak is 
possible and likely to happen at some point. The documentary has a ghoulish tone and there is a 
significant amount of gory imagery from zombie films and television series, and images of real dead 
bodies in various states of decay. Children and younger teens are unlikely to have been exposed to 
this level of bloody zombie horror before; most films and television shows in this genre are R16 or 
R18. The impact of the content is increased by the use of montage and the repetition of the strongest 





images throughout. This content is likely to be very frightening and disturbing to children and 
younger teens. While older teenagers and adults are likely to take a cynical view of the possibility of a 
zombie apocalypse, younger less sophisticated viewers lack the ability to properly evaluate the content 
and may think the risk is significant and zombies are a real threat. This further supports a restriction 
to older audiences. The DVD’s availability is therefore restricted to viewers 16 years of age and over. 
This is a reasonable limitation on the right to freedom of expression in order to prevent the injury to 
the public good. 



